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“Some mysteries : _ :
aren't hidden beneath i _— - PERU
the earth.” : =

dr %

Some have been lying in S
plain sight for two

thousand years.”
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G ) ok e 33 N The Mazca Lines cover approximately
A DESERT WRITTEN ON A GIANT SCALE =T 170 square miles {450 km?) of the

Peruvian coastal desert.

Imagine standing in one of the driest places on Earth. ]
Southern Peru's Nazca Desert receives less than one inch : JL:S'I' How BiG ARE THEY?
(about 25 millimeters) of rain in an average year. Some St
years pass with virtually no measurable rainfall at all. Combined
with almost no wind erosion and a stable desert climate, these
extracrdinary conditions have preserved the Nazca Lines for
nearly two thousand years.

The Nazca geoglyphs occupy approximately
450 square kilometers (170 square miles)—
an area larger than many major cities.
Archaeologists have documented:

e B0O straight lines
Across this seemingly barren landscape lie one of archaeology's

' ¢ 300 geometric figures
greatest mysteries, e Approximately 70 animals and plants
i ® Dozens of newly discovered figures
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QT s OBSERVATION LOGS identified in recent years through
; “Humans insist ancient people lacked sophisticatad drones and artificial intelligence,
. imowieilge. They et specd chnburiss ing 1o The longest lines extend for several

explain how those same people accomplished
i . things modern tourists struggle to phatecranh
- correctly.”

kilometers, some maintaining astonishing
straightness across uneven terrain.

' you wish to ereate something that survives for
A, . twao thousand years, | recommend avaiding sacial
_ media and chocsing an extremely dry desert
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How WERE THEY MADE?

The method is surprisingly simple. Workers removed the dark
iron-oxide-coated stanes covering the desert surface, exposing the
lighter-colored soil beneath. The lines are generally only 4-6 inches
deep and have survived for nearly two thousand years because the

Nazca Desert receives so little rainfall and experiences minimal erosion.
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OVERALL: HIGH MYSTERY

ENGINEERING PERSPECTIVE

As an aerospace engineer, | find myself asking a different question than most
archaeolopists. Not, “Why did they build the Nazca Lines?” But rather, “"How?*

The Mazca people created astonishingly straight fines and enormous, precisely
proportioned figures without compasses, sextants, GPS, or the surveying
instruments we take for granted today. Experimental archaeclogy has shown
that many of the geoglyphs could have been laid out using nothing mare than
wooden stakes, rope, simple geometry, and careful planning,

My now-departed friend Julian Nott, one of the world's innovative balloon
deslgners and record holders, built and flew an experimental hot-air balloon,
Condar |, constructed entirely from materials available to the ancient Nazca
culture. His experiment demonstrated that such fight was technically possible.
Engineering can show what was possible; archaeology must determine what
actually happened.

To date, there is no archaeological evidence to indicate the Nazca ever flew.
No balleon materials, no landing sites, no depictions of flight, no tocls
associated with aerial observation have been found,

So we are left with a question to ponder:

Were they supposed to be viewed from the air—and if so, by who?

So WHY WERE THEY BUILT?

Many theories exist, but no single explanation fits all the evidence.

JULIAN NOTT (1948-2023)
My now-departed friend Julian Nott, one of the world’s innovative
balloon designers and record holders. His experimental hot-air
balloon, Condor |, constructed entirely from materials available
to the ancient Nazca culture, demonstrated that such flight was
technically possible, Engineering can show what was possible;
archaeology must determine what actually happened.
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ReLicious WATERAND || ASTRONOMICAL || TERRITORIAL Seems overly complex to build these
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Water meant

Many researchers

belizve peaple survival in one of
walked along the Earth's driest
lines during enwvironments. The

ceremonial rituals.  lines may mark
sacred routes to
underground

aquifers.

Some lines align
with solstice
sunrises and
important stars,
but astronomy
alone cannot
explain the vast
variety of ﬁgures.

The geoglyphs may
have represented
community identity
or pilgrimage
routes shared
among different
Eroups.

What do you think?
I would love to hear
your thoughts.

~ DESTINY PROGRESS REPORT

DESTINY continues to gain momentum. The manusoigt
has now entered its final major story are, with several of
the largest reselanans sl ahead.

Readers who have enjoyed QT may be pleased to know
she continues to evalve in ways | never orginally planned—

and continues ta keep the entire team humble.
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NEXT RESEARCH BRIEFING

STIONS ARE

PUMA PUNKU

In the high Andes of Bolivia lies a place
where massive stone blocks fit together
with unexplained precision. How did
ancient builders move, shape, and
assemble stones impbie to stones?
REAL. — ARYL

STERLING



