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HYPOTHESIS!

WAS HUMANITY REALLY FIRST? s |
If another civilization rose and vanished -

millions of years before us, would we
recognize what it left behind?

A WoRLD WiTHouT Us &

Imagine the last human city. =%
Dark windows. Empty streets.
Water filling subway tunnels.
Now let the clock advance
millions of years. Would a
future explorer recognize
that we had been here?

THE QUESTION BEHIND
THE HYPOTHESIS

In 2018, Gavin Schmidt and
Adam Frank asked whether an
: ‘“,-;%3 e YR Now gm {4 industrial civilization from
A e | N IK Earth’s distant past could be
J ‘ detected today. Their paper
/ | explores detectability. It does
not report discovering a
I civilization before humanity.
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Erosion, burial, and geological recycling
make ancient evidence difficult to
preserve and find. An incomplete
record invites investigation. It does
not supply the missing answers.

METALS
Unusual concentrations
in sediments.

ISOTOPES
Changes in carbon
and nitrogen.

SYNTH ETICS
Plastics and manufactured
compounds; long-term

survival is uncertain.

ECOSYSTEMS
Changes in life and
sediment deposition.

&P ENGINEERING PERSPECTIVE 7

re
An engineer begins with what can be measured:
a heat pattern, an unexpected residue, a damaged g
component. Each explanation must account for ‘,ﬂ
the evidence. The mystery becomes useful _——
when we can design a test.
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J.L THE NOVELS ARE FiCcTION. THE QUESTIONS ARE REAL.

* ARYL STERLING
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Suppose a researcher discovers an unusual
chemical signature in ancient rock. The
temptation is immediate: Someone was here.
But an exciting explanation has work to do.
Can the measurement be repeated? Could . y
contamination explain it? What natural
processes might produce the same result?

'CLUES-OR COINCIDENCE?
e

INDEPENDENT
CONFIRMATION
Can other researchers
reproduce the ﬁnding'-’

A RELIABLE AGE

Does the evidence belong
to the ancient layer?

TESTS OF ALTERNATIVES

Have plausible natural
causes been examined?

A CONVINCING PATTERN

Do several clues support
the same explanalion?

QT S OBSERVATION LoGs

66 Humanity has appointed
itself Earth'’s first technological
civilization. I assume someone
checked the previous tenants’

references.
—OF

6€ Ifa previous civilization left
: a warning, humanity would
probably sell tickets to it and
put a gift shop over the
entrance.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

If a civilization deliberately
minimized its environmental
impact, would it leave fewer
recognizable traces?

Would we recognize technology
built around principles we had
never discovered?

If future scientists studied our
remains, would they know what

we valued—or only what we .,dﬂf e

,_QTA

discarded? JW—f

FROM THE AUTHOR

Questions like these draw me to science
fiction. I enjoy the moment when something
familiar becomes uncertain—a landscape,
an artifact, an assumption. In The Progenitor
Enigma, Lana, Logan, and QT encounter
answers that belong to fiction. Here in the
Archives, we can enjoy the questions—

and follow the evidence as far as it takes us.

Al Sterlag
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CONTINUE THE ]OURNEY

Explore the series in reading order:

GENESIS (Second Edition)
ORIGINS

GRAND CANYON

Y UCATAN

DESTINY

Visit my website for the books, previo&s'
research briefings, and your free download

- ' of ORIGINS.
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by Research source: Gavin A. Schmidt & Adam Frank, The Silurian Hypothesis (2018).

KEEP ASKING, ‘WHAT IF..

A ¢ THI— \lmus ARE FI(,'IION TH[- Qursnc}ms ARE REAL.






