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BEFORE OUR™ 2
SN
THE BUILDERS OF KALAMBO FAI..LS
Nearly half a million years ago, .
someone shaped two timbers ¢ rafa-u e
to fit together. What else have - e '*!‘

'l‘wo LoGs. ONE EXTRAORDINARY FIND I How OLD? i

At Kalambo Falls in Zambia, 476 000

researchers uncovered two T

interlocking timbers, one
The surrounding sediments

shaped with an intentional
notch. Stone-tool marks 33\ 77
reveal deliberate woodworking. %3¢ : :
B- 0 S yielded a luminescence age of
approximately 476,000 £ 23,000

Published in Nature in 2023,
the discovery documents years. The method estimates
when mineral grains were last

construction long before
our species appeared. exposed to light. This was not
L 2 radiocarbon date.

WHAT WERE THEY BUILD]NG"

A platform, walkway, or part
of a dwelling are possibilities. s
The surviving timbers do not

Wood usually rots.

S, . “‘5 || Waterlogged condltlons

=

A joint begins with a problem: how do you make

reveal the complete structure. 3 ‘7-: N g =6 || What survives can shape t-,-a .h_;' g 825
Its precise purpose remams »; - ‘,‘_ . : “"‘ [ our picture of what people =~ ;::-"7: XY
uncertain. . A gy A knew. - e .
: -_'::"’M _ﬂf’ " = ‘"'" . o 3““,‘ :
- S ~ e 4 1_', i
: - 2 et S - - 30 Pl ATy
B TR L k\' S el . A
—

two pieces work together? Shaping a notch
requires choices about material, fit, and functlon
We cannot recover the builders, thoughts.

We can examine the result of their decisions.

The oldest surviving
example is not
necessarily the first
ever made.

IZ‘T THE NOVELS ARE FICTION THE QUE&‘IIONS ARE REAL. * ARYL STERLING
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'WHAT THE STONE AGE
MAY BE HIDING -

In Issue 009, we asked whether evidence
of the past could disappear. Kalambo Falls
gives that question something tangible:
worked wood that survived when so much -
else did not. What picture would we draw ; %
of a workshop if only its stone tools e =
remained?

—

N
W

THE EVIDENCE

These builders worked wood about
476,000 years ago—roughly
160,000—180,000 years before

THE OPEN QUESTIONS &%

WHO WERE THE BUILDERS? °
Their species is unknown.
An earlier human population

the earlles.t widely accep}ed it =2 Ml W 8 W
Homo sapiens fossils. This = y ] W y :
compares known evidence, . — Lz - ZXP anation. Were they our _
. : 3 G irect ancestors or an extinct =
not a precise birthday for e, T2 £
e e ol = ‘\/ N = r b
our species. Their joined ff‘,..p P = branch of the human family?

3 - The timbers cannot tell us. .= . "
umbers demorsirate (360 000-180,000 | |- g
YEARS EARLIER

| QT S OBSERVATION LOGS

BN '66€ They fitted timbers together

nearly half a million years ago. a crashed alien craft? It isan &' %
Some of your furniture still Intriguing sc:Jence-ﬁ_ctlon

requires three adults and premise—but no evidence

an argument. —QT at Kalambo Falls supports it.

FROM THE AUTHOR ..;,,; e " CONTINUE THE JOURNEY

Two joined timbers leave me wondering Yiew : Explore The Progenitor Enigma in readlng order Z
about the hands that shaped them. Who
taught the builder? What else could that -
community make? As a novelist, [ can

imagine extraordinary answers. As a reader s
of the evidence, | must leave room for what |
I do not know. How much of our past is R
still waiting in the ground? Or under the water? =

GENESIS (Second Edition)
ORIGINS iy
GRAND CANYON i
YUCATAN -
DESTINY (coming 2026)

Visit my website for the books, past =

“ Calling it the Stone Age Possibly; their exact relatlonshlp e e 7
because the wood rotted to us remains unknown. == y i)
is rather like judging your . V-
* civilization by whatever What skills, stories, and entire 5 g
5o A L@ survives in the cutlery ;uays of life ha\ée \;atl';]lshed 5 ;s
Ay ) S 4 : e rom our record of the past?.
?—" iy 12 ﬁg ‘: rawer. = QT k

e e 2% - -
‘/1 ‘S) . e T ‘ L briefings, and your free download N SOF =
BN s e = et | of ORIGINS

E Sources: Barham et al., Nature (2023); Hublin et al., Nature (2017).
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P KEEP ASKING WHAT IF * THE NOVELS ARE FICT]ON THE QUEST[ONS ARE REAL. g






